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| - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pursuant to Article 5(2)(j) of Decision 2001/470/EC, as amended by Decision
568/2009/EC, establishing the Civil EJN, the contact points must submit a biannual report
to the network secretariat.

In this context, this report covers the activity carried out, in 2023, by the Portuguese
Contact Point of the European Judicial Network in Civil and Commercial Matters.
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Activity in the Civil EJN

At the beginning of 2023, with the conclusion of the Judinet Project and in view of the
need for training in European civil justice instruments, the High Council of the Judiciary,
with the collaboration of the Portuguese Contact Point of the European Judicial Network
in Civil and Commercial Matters, submitted an application for the JUST-2023-JCOO/JUST
Lump Sum Grants of the Justice Programme of the European Union with a view to the
financing of the "Improve Justice Court to Court" Project (lJustC2C).

The project was approved by the Justice Programme and the Funding Agreement in the
amount of €83,899.00 of community funding signed in December 2023 with the number
GA 101138174.

=
L
\).
-
.\.. E: The project starts in January 2024 and will last 24 months.

IMPROVE JUSTICE
court-to-court The main aim of this project is to reinforce/improve knowledge of

civil justice instruments through actions in the courts of Portugal's 23 courts.

These activities will ensure interaction at national level, the sharing of knowledge and the
gathering of information, promoting the proper functioning of one of the most important
cooperation mechanisms in the field of civil justice, which is essential not only for
strengthening the national network, but also for increasing cooperation between the
courts.

The project's target groups are 1st Instance Judges (civil) and Clerks.

2). .
2 o=

Co-funded by IMPROVE JUSTICE  Ponte
the European Union ~ court-ro-couver Rede
emm

a Europeia
il @ comercia
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The Contact Point website, available on www.redecivil.csm.org.pt, as the main
information dissemination tool was updated throughout the year with relevant

information for courts, central authorities, practitioners and the general public.

The following publications stand out:

Interview Guide for Children in the
Context of Wrongful Displacement or
Retention

Guido de Entrevista
para Criangas
em Contexto
de Deslocagdo ¥
ou Retengdo llicita &

AcordaoTJUE C-325/11

Citagdo e Notificagso Edital Transfronteiriga

New Service Tool for Documents Abroad

Citagdes e notificagoes

em matéria civil e comercial

Rules for the Taking of Evidence in

civil and commercial matters (Recast)
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http://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/
https://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/GUIAO-ENTREVISTAS-CRIANCAS-CONTEXTO-RAPTO-INTERNACIONAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_qxqK2eXJ80z0xLUWoEF1rrPiQw1QNRXmxl5q71i1ntG3Zw/viewform
https://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/obtencao-prova-2022.pdf

1l - SOME STATISTICAL DATA ON THE ACTIVITY OF THE CONTACT POINT

Email and telephone continue as the preferred means of contact for sending requests
for judicial cooperation.

EJN 2023 Requests

B Cooperation Incoming W Cooperation Outgoing Information

LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF THE CIVIL EJN

Out of a total of 230 requests in 2023, 62% concerned requests for cooperation
addressed to the Contact Point by judicial authorities, central authorities and other
authorities to which the cooperation instruments assign tasks, while the remainder were
requests for information.

Requests involving Portugal and a third country that is not part of any of the
judicial cooperation networks that Portugal is part of, were dealt with within the legal
framework of the Civil EJN under the provisions of Article 3(2)(a) of Decision
2001/470/EC.

Requests for cooperation and information on parental responsibilities, taking of
evidence and service of documents are the most numerous, followed by other matters,
recognition and enforcement of judgements and precautionary measures.
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Requests by Authority

Other administrative
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Uncontested claims H 5

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
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Cooperation Requests from Third States
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NATIONAL MEETINGS

QUARTERLY MEETINGS WITH THE NATIONAL MEMBERS OF THE CIVIL EJN

To ensure national coordination in the area of judicial cooperation, the Contact
Point relies on a national network of support members. There are currently thirteen
members officially appointed by the Ministry of Justice, some of whom are also central
authorities for certain civil justice instruments.

January 12, 2023

29th Quarterly Meeting of National Members
of the Civil EJN

=9 Superior Council of the Judiciary, in Lisbon

One of the topics discussed was informing the members of the Network, at the request of Dr
Sara Nunes de Almeida, Deputy Coordinator for European Affairs at the DGPJ, about the new
legislative proposals that were presented by COM last December in the area of civil law in areas

such as Parenthood and Insolvency.

May 29, 2023

30th Quarterly Meeting of National Members
of the Civil EJN

o9 Superior Council of the Judiciary, in Lisbon

At the request of Miguel Vara, head unit of the DGAJ's International Judicial Cooperation
Division, the meeting highlighted the new support tool developed by the DGAJ for the service

abroad of judicial and extrajudicial documents in civil and commercial matters.
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September 15, 2023

31st Quarterly Meeting of National Members
of the Civil EJN

Superior Council of the Judiciary, in Lisbon

Among the topics discussed, the electronic processing of requests for the taking of evidence,
under Regulation (EU) 2020/1783, as well as the Service of Procedure in cross-border cases,

stood out.

OTHER MEETINGS/CONFERENCES

&

CONFERENCIA
INTERNACIONAL:

DIREITO DA FAMILIA
E DAS CRIANCAS

E NO SEC. XXI:
- . DIREITO INTERNO E
Aprll 181 2023 TRANSNACIONAL
. . . Ponto de Contacto de PORTUGAL
International Conference entitled "Family and £ Rede Judiciria Europeia
OOO - - em matéria civil e comercial
2N . . .
- Children's Law in the 21st Century: Domestic
and Transnational Law"

Lusiada University, in Lisbon

The Portuguese Point of Contact Judge, Rosa Lima, was a guest speaker at the International
Conference entitled "Family and children's law in the 21st century: domestic and transnational
law", which took place at the Lusiada University premises in Lisbon on 18 April 2023, where she
addressed the topic "The role of the Portuguese Contact Point in the EJN, CPLP and IberRede in

the area of family law".
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INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS

CIVIL EJN

January 23 and 24, 2023

9.0 Annual Meeting of the Members of the Civil

EJN

Albert Borschette Centre in Brussels

The Annual Meeting addressed the development of ways to increase the network's visibility

among institutions, its performance evaluation over the past year, as well as the main challenges

for Ukrainian courts during martial law.

March 13 and 14, 2023
" goth Meeting of Civil EJN Contact Points
9

Albert Borschette Centre in Brussels

The main topic of this meeting was dedicated to the operation of the Brussels IIA and IIB

European Regulations, as well as the 1980 and 1996 Hague Conventions.

April 20 and 21, 2023
" 9oth Meeting of Civil EJN Contact Points
9

Albert Borschette Centre in Brussels

The central theme of this meeting was the functioning of the European Regulations Brussels Ia,

Rome | and Rome Il.
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June 1-2, 2023

2 200,
A »/ r —R 91st Meeting of Civil EJN Contact Points

\ | ; 2
S50
\ * A & .
[
(¢ N\

The meeting was dedicated to the functioning of Regulation (EU) 2020/1783 on cooperation

=0 Albert Borschette Centre in Brussels

between the courts of the Member States in the taking of evidence in civil or commercial

matters and Regulation (EU) 2020/1784 on the service in the Member States of judicial and

extrajudicial documents in civil or commercial matters

September 4-5, 2023
Y 9ond Meeting of Civil EJN Contact Points
) Madrid

The meeting was dedicated to the functioning of Regulation (EU) 4/2009 on jurisdiction,

applicable law, recognition and enforcement of decisions and cooperation in matters relating to
maintenance obligations

El

November 30 - December 1, 2023

o
)50

ol & 93rd Meeting of Civil EJN Contact Points

ﬁ <9 Albert Borschette Centre in Brussels
PORTUGAL

The meeting was focused on inheritance law, in particular the application of Regulation (EU) No
650/2012
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OTHER MEETINGS

October 10-17, 2023

200 8th Meeting of the Special Committee — Hague

Convention

The Hague, Netherlands

£l

8th International Meeting of the Hague Conference on the Practical Functioning of the 1980

Convention on Child Abduction and the 1996 Convention on the Protection of Children.

Page 16|



B
4

V — DISCLOSURE TOOLS

Regular Newsletter from the Contact Point
www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/newsletters/

The regular Information Newsletter of the Contact Point aims to disseminate relevant
CJEU decisions, legislation, training activities and international projects.

Its disclosure is made by email to the national judges, on the dedicated page on the
website of the Contact Point and on the 3 pages of social networks.

During the Year 2023, 3 editions were published:

“eee  Maio23 IE : ,l.
tterncss

Publicacfio na Revista Sollicitare de anigo da
autoria da senhora Juiz Ponto de Contacto, Dra.
0 Rosa Lima. sobre o exercicio das suas fungoes
enquanto ponto de contacto portugués da Rede
Judiciéria Europeia em matéria Civil e Comercial,
Disponivel em:
hups:/fosas il 1/1/1/281

' Ponto de Contacto de PORTUGHS
Rede Judiciaria Europeia
ma L e Co i

mere

A 15 de dezembro de 2022, decorreu em
Bruxelas, a 88.% Reunido de Pontos de
Contacto da RJE Civi, dedicada a0
funcionamento do Regulamento Europeu
sobre as Obrigagdes Aimentares

A 292 Reunido dos Membros Nacionais da Rede Judicidria
Europeia em Matéria Civil e Comercial decorreu no dia 12
de janeiro de 2023 nas instalagdes do Conselho Superior
da Magistratura. Dos temas debatidos destacou-se a
informagdo aos membros da Rede, por solicitagdo da
DGPJ, acerca das novas propostas legislatvas que foram

presentadas pela COM. no passado més de dezembro, na
| drea do direito civil em reas como, por exemplo. da
Parentalidade e da Insolvéncia

WWW.REDECIVIL.CSM.ORG.PT

o
ABR 2023 ’

1 Edigdo da Cimeira dos Conselhos Superiores de Justica da CPLP
20 e 21 de novembro de 2023 - Praia, Cabo Vi

WWW REDECIVIL.CSM.ORG.PT
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http://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/newsletters/
https://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/news-maio-2023.pdf
https://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Newsletter-Outubro-2023.pdf
https://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Newsletter-Dezembro-2023.pdf

The Contact Point website:

www.redecivil.csm.org.pt

The www.redecivil.mj.pt website is one of the main tools for disseminating information

on national law, jurisprudence, legislation, guides, manuals, presentations on the
practical application of civil justice instruments and information on the activity of judicial

cooperation networks.

iy e UROPEAN

+ S JUSTICE Portal Europeu da
X Justica

_—

No Portal Europeu da Justi¢a pode
encontrar Fichas Informativas sobre o
Direito Nacional, elaboradas pelos Pontos
de Contacto da RJE Civil.

0Os Regulamento
Europeus Impacto
na Atividade
Registal e Notarial

Autores: Blandina Soares, Eugénia
Amaral, Paula Pott, Pedro de
Lacerda, Rute Teixeira Pedro

" ‘
BREXITN

Brexit

Efeitos do Brexit na area da justica
civil

e —
Formulérios

-~
Pagnapcpe - e s v Interativos
Formulérios em linha

The information is also shared on social networks, with the intention of reaching the

largest number of people, through the pages of the

The factsheets on the European e-Justice Portal:

https://e-justice.europa.eu/439/PT/information_on national law information sheets
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http://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/
https://e-justice.europa.eu/439/PT/information_on_national_law_information_sheets

The Contact Point is responsible for drawing up and updating the fact sheets

published on the European e-Justice Portal on an annual basis. The factsheets
contain information on national law for courts, legal practitioners and the general
public.

The Civil Video:

https://videocivil.csm.org.pt/

Research tool to support the taking of evidence by videoconference in the
area of judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters.

® Videoconferéncia Transfronteiriga

A PAGINA INIGIAL © SoBRE 0 PROJEGTO M ADVERTENGIA JURIDIGA Q ConTacTOos & INICIAR SESSAC

Pesauisar POR Paises

O QuE E?

| © Femamenta de apolo a obtencio de prova por na area da Judicidria em matéria civil & comercial

A QUEM SE DIRIGE?

| © Aos funclendries Judicials dos trbUNals porugUEses

EM QUE GONSISTE?

© De um medo facil e acessivel, num s6 local, pode ter acesso a uma base de dados abrangendo uma grande diversidade de Estados e regides periféricas ou
ultramarinas (230 no total)

Para tal, basta selecionar o pals de destino e explorar os diferentes campos de Informag&e.

0000

Caso, nlio haja uma coNVencAo ou acordo p com determinado pals ou regido. a ferramenta remete para o regime nacional

1]+
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https://videocivil.csm.org.pt/

VI - HUMAN AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES IN 2023

The Contact Point has its premises at the headquarters of the Superior
Council of the Judiciary, Rua Duque de Palmela, n.2 23, 1250-097 Lisbon, Portugal,
where the team has adequate space and equipment.

Below is the table of expenses of the Contact Point team, whose total in 2023 was
€154,228.23.

Expenditure 2023

Point of Contact
Civil EJN | IberRede | RICPLP

Subsistence allowances*
Travel & Stays*
Gross Salary*
(Net salary)
TOTAL**

* Values refer to the four members of the team.

€5,910.35
€30,738.60
€176,829.37
€117,579.28
€154,228.23

** The total does not include indirect costs, training costs, or other

costs for the implementation of the Judinet PT project

Note: The expense of the Contact Point is budgeted and supported by the CSM,
with the contribution of the Ministry of Justice in the year 2023 having a budgeted
amount of €10,000 (€7,750 with the legal captivations arising from the State

Budget).
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The team was made up of the following elements:

Rosa Lima, Judge,

Portuguese Contact Point of the European Judicial Network in civil and commercial
matters

Paula Gomes Carlos Rosado Isabel Nogueira
Advisor Legal Advisor Advisor
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VIl - ANNEXES: STATISTICS OF THE NETWORK
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Cover Photography: Courtesy of Carlos Rosado (Sculpture Independent Red Heart, 2005 by
Joana Vasconcelos)
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